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learning “happens especially felicitou  
in a context where the learner is 
consciously engaged in constructing  
public entity, whether it's a sand cast  
on the beach or a theory of  the unive       
-- Seyour Pappert (1991) 

                                    



Situated learning  
Learning is best 

promoted by 
situating 
learners within a 
meaningful 
context where 
"'cognition' is 
constituted in 
dialectical 
relations among 
people acting, 
the contexts of  
their activity, and 
the activity itself” 
(Lave, 1988). 

 



Problem-based Learning 



Solve problems in multiple 
contexts 
 Groups 
 Metadata 
 Research & Documentation 
 Technology 
 Design 

 Entire class – Digitization and Metadata creation for each 
items 
 Solve cross group problems (figuring out what group or 

person will do what in those boundary areas). 
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Research Questions 
 1. What gains in digital archive skills, confidence, 

understanding of topics covered in other courses, and overall 
understanding did the participants perceive as a result of 
engaging in the DACP?  
 2. What factors (i.e., collaborative team work, 

facilitator/instructor involvement, individual effort, or past 
knowledge) influenced any perceived learning outcomes?  



Subjects 
 31 Students in Pratt’s MSLIS program, enrolled in LIS 665 

“Projects in Digital Archives” during the Fall and Spring of 
2010 









Discussion 
 The results indicate that a constructionist pedagogical approach 

to digital archives education, where students solve authentic 
problems situated in meaningful activity and 
produce tangible artifacts, can positively impact student 
reports of skills, confidence, understanding of topics 
covered in other courses, and overall 
understanding. These perceived learning increases are 
influenced by the collaborative teamwork, the facilitator, and the 
effort made by the individual. Additionally, for students who 
already have experience creating digital archives, engaging in 
such a project was correlated with increased confidence.  



New Research Project 
 Archivists have become increasingly interested in the role as 

educators.  This new projects builds upon this interest by 
asking what can students gain in history learning when 
they are put in the role of archivist?  



New Research Questions 
 Does student participation in digitally preserving LGBT 

historic content increase student interest in and 
understanding of LGBT history and issues? 





Survey Questions 
 The DACP [digital archive creation project] increased my 

interest in LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) 
history and issues..  
 The DACP increased my understanding of LGBT (Lesbian, 

Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) history and issues. 
 



Subjects 
 31 MSLIS students from Fall 2010 and Fall 2011, enrolled in 

LIS 665 Projects in Digital Archives 
 
 Fall 2010: 16 students (13 female, 3 male) 
 Fall 2011: 15 students (12 female, 3 male) 



Results 



Discussion 
 This study illustrates that digital preservation activity not only 

teaches about digital preservation but can also be used as 
a method of teaching historic content.  



Strengths & Limitations 
 Don’t decide what to collect (someone already made that 

decision for them), or what to digitize.  However, how it gets 
curated (and redactions) is within the power of the student. 
 Gets to interact with the donor, although not the first point of 

contact. 
 Don’t get to build the digital infrastructures or institutions 

needed for long-term management. 
 Technology is transferable to other information professional 

domains (e.g., customizing CSS, modifying PHP, creating 
metadata). 
 
 



Thank you. 
Questions and Comments? 
 
 
Anthony Cocciolo 
Email: acocciol@pratt.edu 
Twitter: @acocciolo     
            @PrattSILS 
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